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Getting Started
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• Write down basic information about yourself and immediate 
family

• Interview family members and close relatives for basic details
-- full names, birthdate and location, marriage date and 
location, other places they lived, death date and location, 
burial location. 

• Start with oldest living relatives (you may be one of those)



Getting Started
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• Questions to ask – see handout or make your own list

• After basic questions, ask open ended questions such as 
“Tell me about your family growing up” 
“What are your favorite memories of your grandparents”

• Use preprinted forms: family group sheets and pedigree charts 
to collect basic information

• Bring forms to family gatherings for people to fill out

• Bring photo albums and any family history information you 
already have to family gatherings – add more information and 
correct what you have

• Use audio or video recorder – your phone is an audio recorder

• Find a family member to assist you and retain your records
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Family Group Sheet  



Pedigree Chart
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Using Forms
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Here are a few basic “dos and don’ts”
• Do not abbreviate names, dates and places
• Enter the full name: first, middle, and last
• For women, supply the full maiden name, not a 

married name
• Write dates in this format: Day-Month-Year 

(e.g., 12 October 1989)
• Enter full place names: City, County, State 

(e.g., Mineola, Nassau, New York)



Using Family Tree Software
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Get help selecting software from EPGS, other experienced 
users, online tutorials 
• Online websites 

• FamilySearch.org – free (one combined tree for everyone)
• Wikitree.com – free (one combined tree for everyone)
• Ancestry.com – free for your tree, $$ subscription to do research 

($24.99 / month) or Use at Estes Valley Library for free!
• Myheritage.com –free for your tree, $$ subscription to do 

research ($89 / first year, then $129 / year)
• Findmypast.com – $$ subscription ($219.99 / year)

• Programs
• Family Tree Maker – $$ purchase program ($79.95), 

Syncs to Ancestry.com
• Legacy Family Tree – basic free, $$ buy deluxe program ($34.95)

Start entering data beginning with yourself & your parents



Primary Sources

Official documents created at or near the time of the event

Many are online, especially after 1900. 

• Census Records

• Birth and Death Records

• Marriage Records

• Military Records

• Land Records, Deeds

• Wills & Probate Records

• Passenger Lists

• Naturalization Records

Cite your sources in your family tree!
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Secondary Sources

Use these sources cautiously and in combination with other 
(ideally primary) sources

• Family trees on Ancestry.com or FamilySearch.org

• Index to a group of records

• Find-A-Grave, Billion Graves records

• Family history books and biographies of ancestors

• Family photos, scrapbooks, family bibles

• DNA reports

• Family stories passed down from past generations

• Newspaper articles, city directories, school yearbooks

Cite your sources in your family tree!
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Other Sources

Many important sources are not (yet) online!

• County Clerk and County Court – land records, probated wills, 
some birth, marriage & death records

• Graveyards not in Find-A-Grave or Billion Graves

• Public libraries – local history & family history books, maps, 
newspapers

• State historical society archives 

• Local museums

• LDS Church family history centers

• Church history & parishioner records – birth, death, marriage

• National Archives, Washington D.C.
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Graveyards
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Graveyards are interesting and informative!



Online Privacy – Ancestry.com
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• You can make your tree public or private
• By default, public family trees do not display living people 

to the public
• You can invite people to view living people in your public 

tree (e.g., close family)
• You can invite people to view your private tree, with or 

without showing them living people
• You can invite people to add comments or update your 

public or private tree
• You can send messages to other Ancestry.com users 

without revealing your email address or personal info.
-- Ask questions, find errors, gain information, find 
researchers working on same ancestors



Family Tree Examples 
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Ancestry.com
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FamilySearch.org
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Family Tree Maker
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Reports & Charts
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Fan Chart
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Family Group Sheet Report

Estes Valley Genealogical Society



Pedigree Chart
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Descendancy Report
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Books and Other Media
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• Photo album with stories
• Self published book www.lulu.com
• StoryWorth.com
• Alifeuntold.com



Next Steps
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• Write down your personal data and stories to share with 
family

• Interview relatives, beginning with oldest
• Start a family tree beginning with yourself and your 

parents. Use family group sheets and add more people. 
• Use online research tools to verify your facts
• Use source records (such as censuses) to discover new 

details and find unknown ancestors
• Print reports, charts, and stories to share with family 

members and have them review and revise their info
• Plan on making a written product (maybe a book or 

scrapbook) with stories, photos and charts for your family.
-- Your family tree software can help. Not too difficult!

• Join Estes Valley Genealogical Society and/or other 
genealogy groups. We are  here to help!



General Research Tools - Free

• Ancestry.com www.ancestry.com Free at Estes Park Library
• Family Search www.familysearch.org Genealogy site by Mormon Church
• Find-A-Grave https://www.findagrave.com Cemetery records & grave 

photos
• BLM General Land Office glorecords.blm.gov/search Homestead records 
• National Archives Catalog catalog.archives.gov Storehouse of U.S. 

records
• Library of Congress www.loc.gov National library of books and other 

media
• Internet Archive archive.org Vast library of books and websites (past & 

present)
• Google Books books.google.com Many free out-of-print genealogy books
• WorldCat WorldCat.org Large catalog of library books, many for 

interlibrary loan
• Cyndi’s List www.cyndislist.com Master list of genealogy websites
• From FindMyPast.com: https://www.rootsfinder.com/
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Colorado Research Tools - Free

• Colorado Historic Newspaper Collection 
www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org

• Colorado State and County Maps www.mapofus.org/colorado

• History Colorado www.historycolorado.org/search-the-collection

• Denver Public Library Wester History Collection digital.denverlibrary.org

• Colorado State Archives archives.colorado.gov/collections

• USGenWeb Colorado cogenweb.com

• Colorado Genealogy Resources www.linkpendium.com/co-genealogy

• Larimer County Official Records Search 
records.larimer.org/landmarkweb

• Estes Park Museum Online Collection 
estespark.pastperfectonline.com/Search

• Estes Valley Library estesvalleylibrary.org
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Summary of Family Tree Software
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Online websites
• FamilySearch.org – free (one combined tree for everyone)
• Wikitree.com – free (one combined tree for everyone)
• Ancestry.com – free for your tree, $$ subscription to do 

research ($24.99 / month) or Free at Estes Valley Library
• Myheritage.com –free for your tree, $$ subscription to do 

research ($89 / first year, then $129 / year)
• Findmypast.com – $$ subscription ($219.99 / year)
Programs
• FamilyTreeMaker.com – $$ purchase program ($79.95), 

Syncs with Ancestry.com
• LegacyFamilyTree.com – basic program free, $$ purchase 

deluxe program ($34.95)



Forms & Contact Info
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National Genealogical Society
• Family Group Sheet

http://tinyurl.com/fgs101 
• Pedigree Chart 

http://tinyurl.com/pdc101 
• 100 Questions to ask relatives

http://tinyurl.com/100-quest 
• Other NGS free resources 

(create a free account)
ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/ 

Bob Leavitt  bob@bobleavitt.com
Dot Dorman sddorman@msn.com  
Merle Moore m3psm@estesvalley.net  
Jim Redman jim.redman28@gmail.com 
Estes Valley Genealogical Society
estesparkgenealogicalsociety.weebly.com

EPGS handouts
• Program slides 

http://tinyurl.com/pgmslides 
• Other handouts

estesparkgenealogicalsociety.
weebly.com/handouts.html
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http://tinyurl.com/pgmslides
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Questions
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Bob Leavitt  bob@bobleavitt.com
Dot Dorman sddorman@msn.com  
Merle Moore m3psm@estesvalley.net  
Jim Redman jim.redman28@gmail.com 
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